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City Council to explore funding to secure Atlantic Sun
Conference basketball tourney in Jacksonville

Member Ron Salem says he has introduced legislation to help land the ASUN championships, which are
currently played at school sites.
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ATLANTIC SUN CONFERENCE

WE ARE #THEDESTINATION

Atlantic Sun Conference basketball championships could be coming to Jacksonville.

GOVERNMENT Share

Jacksonville would become the home of the Atlantic Sun Conference basketball championships under legislation on

its way to the Jacksonville City Council.

Council member Ron Salem said Feb. 12 he had introduced the legislation to provide funding to move the ASUN

tournament to the city. The tournament is now held at school sites.



Noting that ASUN had moved its conference headquarters to Jacksonville in 2024, Salem said, “I think it's logical that

we start hosting as many of the ASUN tournaments — baseball, volleyball, whatever it is — here in Jacksonville.”

“So this is the first opportunity,” he said. “I hope we can show how we can run an

ASUN tournament and maybe get other conference tournaments here.”

A Feb. 6 report from the city Office of Sports and Entertainment said Salem and
Council President Randy White had proposed committing $100,000 per year for five

years to help secure the tournament.

In an emailed statement, ASUN said it was “continuing to explore options on a

Ron Salem

potential single-site version of our Men's and Women's Basketball Championships.
Currently, no decisions have been made but as soon as there is an update we will

make sure to publicize the news through all media channels.”
The statement said ASUN last used a single-site tournament format in 2013.

Salem is a strong advocate for attracting more sporting events to Jacksonville. In 2024, he sponsored successful
legislation to appropriate $1.5 million from the Duval County Tourist Development Council to Visit Jacksonville for a
concentrated effort on sports tourism development, including paying application fees and expenses for staff to travel

for meeting and contract negotiations to bring events to the city.

His efforts helped lead to the creation of the Jacksonville Sports Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that launched in
2024. The organization’s mission is to attract a range of events, including youth competitions, extreme sports, and

college and pro events.

Salem said his goals included re-establishing Jacksonville as an NCAA Tournament March Madness site. The basketball

tournament was last held in the city in 2019.

ADVERTISING

Flor 1da  oriverucense 0

9CLASSE

~ 4dDLN D123-456-81-901-0

IVER

00 APALACHEE PKWY
AHASSEE, FL 323999-6652

05/19/1961 15 SEX F
05/18/2027 18 HGT 5'-5"

REST NONE 9aEND NONE

500 123456789012345678901

Florida Launches New Policy For "Senior...
Learn More
financewallet.org - Sponsored

More News

Government
Jacksonville City Council panel backs reduction in property tax rate

August 7, 2025 | 2:49 P.M.

Business

= Jacksonville Aviation Authority approves 30-year ground lease with developer
F i . VanTrust Real Estate
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August 7, 2025 | 2:14 P.M.

Health Care

.
AveClna Avecina Medical issued build-out permit at Shops at Racetrack Rd.

MEDICAL August 5, 2025 | 1:49 P.M.



e sERE R

T .
|_axaf s 18

L L AN LALLL L
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA HEALTH

FIRST COAST
Heart eVacrnlar

Sponsored Content

Government
Council member withdraws resolution urging Duval Schools to stay Downtown

August 4, 2025 | 2:20 P.M.

Business
Amazon lands $12 million permit to add same-day grocery delivery

July 17, 2025 | 7:43 A.M.

Health Care
Amazon moves to add pharmacy services in Duval County

July 7, 2025 | 12:10 A.M.

Health Care
Bluebird Kids Health to open two Jacksonville locations

July 7, 2025 | 12:05 A.M.

Health Care
UF Health St. Johns increases role with First Coast Heart & Vascular Center

July 1, 2025 | 7:12 P.M.
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Latest in Government

August 14, 2025
Gateway Jax receives conceptual approval for designs of residential tower, grocery
store

2 August 14, 2025

Hans G. Tanzler Jr. Marina in permit review at $12 million

August 14, 2025
Design of 4-acre Southbank residential project receives conceptual approval from
DDRB

August 14, 2025
DDRB grants approval for two illuminated Haskell signs on Southbank

August 13, 2025
Council approves Moné Holder for new seat on Planning Commission

August 12, 2025
Jacksonville-based Project Newark, resembling tobacco company Swisher, approved
for $3.5 million in city incentives
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